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[II:1 A] 


R. Yosé in the name of R. Yohanan: “It is with respect to actual 
contact [with such garments] that they have taught [the law of M. 
2:7A-D]. [If one has touched the garments, he is made unclean as if he 
had touched something made unclean by the pressure of a Zab.]” 


R. Zeira raised the [following] question before R. Yosé, “Whence has 
this garment of M. 2:7A] been made unclean with midras- 
uncleanness?” 


He said to him, “Interpret it [to speak of a case] in which the wife of an 
am haares sat in the nude on his garment [thus by reason of her 
menstrual period imparting uncleanness to the husband’s garment].” 


Samuel bar Abba raised the [following] question before R. Zeira, “Just 
as you have said there, ‘Merely by moving a source of uncleanness 
[without actual contact, uncleanness is not transferred to] 
unconsecrated food, but [through a source of uncleanness] moving 
unconsecrated food with actual contact with the food [uncleanness is 
transmitted to the food],’ 


“along these same lines, [do we say that] transfer of uncleanness 
through carrying [the source of uncleanness] does not apply to 
unconsecrated food, but transfer of uncleanness through carrying [the 
source of uncleanness] will apply to unconsecrated food if there is 
actual contact with the source of uncleanness?” 


R. Samuel, brother of R. Hoshaiah, said R. Jeremiah raised the 
question, “If a menstruating woman sat on a chair and touched it, what 
choice do you have [as to the transfer of uncleanness]? If it is a 
question of transferring the uncleanness through the chair’s bearing her 
weight, lo, [the chair has] carried [the weight of the menstruating 
woman]. If the consideration is touching the chair, lo, there is touching 
of the chair. [So what question can you wish to raise?] 


“[The question is as follows:] Just as you say with regard to 
transferring uncleanness through carrying the weight of uncleanness, 
that the transfer takes place only if [that which bears the weight] bears 
the greater part [of the weight of the source of uncleanness], so, along 
these same lines [do you maintain that], in the case of contact, the 
transfer of uncleanness takes place only if the greater part [of the 
source of uncleanness] has been in contact [with that which is affected 
by the uncleanness]?” [This question is not answered. ] 


[As to] the body of an abstainer, does it function as does a Zab with 
respect to imparting uncleanness to food in the status of heave- 
offering? [M. 2:7B has referred to the clothing of abstainers, but not to 


